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      What might have been in Norfolk 
 

If circumstances had been different, we might not have been going to Snetterton on 
May 12th. Instead, all roads could have led to a forerunner of Jonathan Palmer's 
pride and joy, at Fersfield, just outside Diss.      
  
I was looking through some bound copies of "Autosport" for 1951 when I came 
across some references to the second race meeting there organised by the Eastern 
Counties Motor Club that had taken place on 22nd April. Further research revealed 
that this ex USAF bomber base (originally opened in 1944) had seen club members 
spending many weekends "cleaning the runways of rubbish and unwanted growth"! 
The circuit itself was 2 miles long, in the shape of a peardrop. 
 
Nine races were run at the April meeting although at one point the RAC Steward 
requested that a race be stopped as spectators had moved into a restricted area. It 
was reported that "the red flag was shown but some of the drivers refused to obey 
and were reprimanded for their colour blindness!". More meetings were run in 1952 
but the RAC then requested changes that were beyond the financial resources of 
the ECMC. Fortunately, they were able to move to Snetterton which the Aston 
Martin Owners Club had first used for a sprint meeting at the end of 1951 before it 
became a fully fledged racing circuit a year later. 
 

   Welcome Back BLS 
 

        
 Bryan and Tom Shrubb seen with Bryan's 33 at Rockingham in 2008  The car now has a 
 16v engine which should make it a strong contender overall. 

 



 
 
One name that has been sorely missed from the entry lists for the past few seasons 
has been that of Lincoln Alfa specialists and race preparers, BLS. It was therefore 
with great pleasure that I saw the name of Bryan Shrubb among the drivers entered 
for both Snetterton on May 12 and Cadwell Park over the weekend of June 2 / 3. His 
familiar orange 33 has long needed a 16v engine to keep it fully competitive and 
Bryan's long term project has now come to fruition.  
 
Over the years, there have been so many highlights for BLS, but high on the list 
must come the back to back championships won by the Alfasud Ti they prepared for 
Ted Perason. Other cars that will always stick in the mind are the 75 1.8 Turbo of 
Graham Presley, Andy Curtis's 33 16v, Charles Hill's Alfasud Ti and the mighty 
supercharged 33 of Mark Riddle  And we shouldn't forget the Class C Alfasud with 
which Bryan started his own racing career. I am sure that more success will be 
coming BLS's way. 
 

   Colour Schemes to delight the Commentator 
 

Anyone who has spent time in the commentary box will know how difficult it is to 
pick out different cars from a distance. To an extent in the Alfa Championship we 
are lucky in that we have so many different shapes. Heaven knows what it must be 
like for Brian Jones and co dealing with a 40 car Mazda field! Take Snetterton as an 
example of the problem. The commentary box doesn't have a brilliant view in some 
directions and when the cars are on the Revett Straight, all you see are the roofs - 
and in our case a lot of them are red!! 
 
That set me thinking about some of the more recognisable colour schemes we have 
had over the years and to realising that many of them were perpetrated by Micky 
Bolton, mostly for other drivers. Micky, of course, apart from racing a Studebaker 
(yes, true!) in the Historic Racing Drivers Club series is also designing many of our 
trophies this year. One of his most "jazzy" designs was the Alfetta GTV that he 
painted for his brother in law, Robert Dyball, this being a zebra design that actually 
suited the car quite well. Robert was championship runner-up in with it in1991.Mark 
Pickering later bought the car and raced it for a couple of years, after which it 
disappeared from view. Does anyone know where it is now? 
     

 
   
 Robert Dyball ended the 1991 season a  championship class winner and runner-up overall in this unmissably    
 vivid Alfetta GTV 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Another slightly bizarre colour concept was that adopted by Andrew Lawley on his 
Class F Alfasud Sprint. Andrew raced it in the Championship during two stints in the 
early 90s before a successful career in banking took over. However, he subsequently 
returned to racing, firstly in an MG TF, before taking a big jump into the Ferrari 
Challenge. After selling the Ferrari he decided to embark on long distance historic GT 
races with an MG B, becoming a works driver and competing on many circuits abroad. 
 
Recently, I had a visit from his father Alan who came to do some research on 
Andrew's latest project, a totally original (as far as these things ever are!) 1600 GTA. 
He also still has a pristine 1300 GT Junior road car. 
 
 

 
 
Although slightly wild at times, it would have been interesting to see how Andrew Lawley might have fared in Class F 
had he stayed longer in the Alfa Championship. 

 
 

  The Arna - Love it or hate it? 

 
Most people take the view that the Arna was a project that Alfa should never have 
embarked on. Basically, the idea was to find a home for an over-production of 1186cc, 
and later the 1351cc and 1500cc flat four engines. Nissan had a suitable shell in the 
Cherry Europe and the two were put together for final assembly at the Pomigliano 
d'Arco plant near Naples. The car was sold through both the Alfa Romeo and Nissan 
dealer networks, and by the time the final version - a 3 door 1.5 Ti came into being in 
1985 the balance had switched to more being sold as Nissans than Alfas.  
 
What nobody might have expected was that the Arna would become a quite 
successful race car in the UK, notably winning the Alfa Championship outright in 1997 
and 1998 with Dave Streather at the wheel. Other successful Arna drivers included 
Nick Baughn and Shane Crumpler. Nick enjoyed a season long battle in 1993 with the 
33's of Martin Parsons, Paul Smith and the Sud Ti's of Graham Heels and Phil 
Snelling to take Class F while Shane won Class C in 1999.  Former champion Ian 
Johnson switched to one for a short while before it was badly damaged at Oulton Park 
early in the 1994 season. Ian Wilson and Phil Snelling also raced examples at various 
times, Phil having a lone run at Cadwell with a 1.3 version. 
 



   
  
            Shane Crumpler on his way to another Class C win in the ex Dave Streather Arna Ti in 1999 

 
As a road car, the 1,5 Ti version was surprisingly good and I remember writing in the 
AROC Magazine in 1985 that it had the slickest gearchange of any of the flat four 
variants I had driven up to that point. However, you never wanted to take it out in a 
rain storm as opening the driver's door would result in a deluge of water landing on 
your lap! I recall that our Eligibility Scrutineer, Colin Barnett, actually owned one and 
also wrote an appreciative article in 1987 under the title "Arnaxpected". Amongst other 
things he used to run it successfully at the North Weald "Autotests" that persuaded so 
many club members that perhaps they might try practice days and, eventually, go 
racing. Our own ladder of opportunity! 
 
I read recently that there is only one Arna on the DVLA's list as being taxed and 
insured for the road, this being a restoration carried out over the past year or so by ex 
racer Dave Hood. But do we have any idea what happened to the Streather/Crumpler 
car? I reckon it would still make a competitive proposition for A2 if fitted with a decent 
2 litre engine. 
 

  
  
          Dave Streather was a surprised double champion in 1997 and 1998 with his Arna 1.6 Ti 

 



   
      
     Nick Baughn had to make a hurried switch to this Arna after his 33 was destroyed in the first race of the 1993      
     season. Prepared by RS Race Engineering it served him well, ending the year as Class F champion in front of all   
     the 33s and Alfasuds. 
 
 

And Finally - 
 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at Snetterton on Saturday, May 
12, if not as competitors, then as team members and spectators. At the time of writing, 
the entry is still taking shape but we are certainly assured of another hard fought 
Class E encounter. It was superb in both races at Silverstone and helped to make the 
day remembered for something other than the unfortunate accident at the start of race 
one.  
 
 
Michael S.Lindsay  
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 

                    


